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Once upon a time Kuwait was a small fishing village. It 
slowly developed links with Britain through travelers and 
traders for political and economic reasons, but there was vir-
tually no Christian presence in Kuwait at that time. Over the 
years God brought His people little by little, whose blood, 
sweat and tears, seeded and fertilized this land - we are the an-
swer to their prayers. The Lighthouse Church has roots which 
go deep into service and sacrifice for the cause of Christ. 

Samuel Zwemer ‘the Prince among Missionaries’ set up the 
Arabian Mission, later adopted by the Reformed Church of 
America, in Bahrain in 1892. His heart’s cry was, “Oh that 
Ishmael might live before Thee” (Genesis 17:18). Two of his 
children died and on their tomb he wrote: ‘Worthy is the Lamb 
to receive riches’. In 1895 Samuel Zwemer visited Kuwait for 
3 days. ‘Just a drop of Christian presence’. Zwemer believed 
that as we pray and obey our Lord’s commission a time will 
come when the people of this land will come to Christ in such 
large numbers that the ‘boats’ the churches will not be able 
to hold them. Amen! TLC is preparing the ‘boats’ to hold the 
harvest when it rolls in. Hallelujah!

In 1908 Dr. Arthur Bennet, a Missions touring doctor from 
Basra was invited to Kuwait to treat Sheikh Mubarak’s sister 
who had ‘bad’ eyes, and in 1909 the Sheikh invited the Mis-
sion to open medical work in Kuwait. Another drop! In 1910 
Doctors Stanley Mylrea, Paul Harrison and Eleanor Calverly 
were appointed to Kuwait. ‘Few Drops’. In 1911 the Mis-
sion purchased land beyond the city limits on a small hill. The 
Sheikh also gifted them some land. The Lord was laying out 
the boundaries and establishing the borders. 

The Doctors and Missionaries faced great challenges physi-
cally, emotionally and psychologically. They raised the stan-
dard of health for women and children, and after the Battle of 
Jahra in 1920 the Mission was deeply appreciated. Dr. Myl-
rea a man of great humanity and deep religious belief lived 
and worked among the Kuwaitis for thirty years. He read the 

Scriptures at evening service in the Mission church. Buried in 
the Christian cemetery in Kuwait his grave-stone is inscribed: 
‘The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to min-
ister…’

The Christians used to worship in a house till the Mission 
Chapel was completed in 1931. Dr. Lew and Dorothy Scud-
der arrived in 1939. ‘More drops’. In early 1950 there was an 
influx of Palestinian and other Arab Christians and the Ara-
bic Language Congregation overflowed. ‘Some more drops!’ 
Indian Christians from Kerala came in large numbers to fill 
medical, clerical and commercial positions. A Kuwait Town 
Malayalee Christian Congregation was organized as well as 
a small Tamil Fellowship. Prayer groups in Urdu and Telugu 
sprouted. ‘Even more drops!’ Specific denomination groups 
emerged. The Parish Hall was added in 1957-1958. Isn’t it 
amazing that this Church building is the oldest, still standing 
and still in use Christian sanctuary in the Arabian Gulf? Isn’t 
it even more amazing that Kuwaiti sheikhs were the patrons 
who helped to raise funds for expansion of the Church Sanc-
tuary saying ‘A house of prayer is a house of peace’?

In 1966 The National Evangelical Church in Kuwait was 
registered with the Kuwait government. The Kuwait Council 
of Churches was formed in 1967 and full time priests were 
employed. The English Language Congregation (ELC) was 
initially a part of the Reformed Church of America. After a 
series of pastors, Pastor Jerry Zandstra and Mrs. Jacque Zand-
stra came to ELC, NECK in 1985. Over the years ELC grew 
and multiplied, abounding in every area under their care and 
leadership, and in 2006 ELC became TLC – The Lighthouse 
Church, Kuwait. This ‘little church’ has grown into a sprawl-
ing, spreading mega church, beaming the light of Jesus near 
and far. ‘Tiny drops of water make a mighty ocean’. The drops 
turned into a drizzle, and the drizzle has turned into a down-
pour. The trickle has become a torrent. We rejoice and say 
“Thy Kingdom come! Thy will be done!” Praise be to God! 

Renuka Benjamin

A Note From The Editor

The
Lighthouse Church

Roots
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17th C 
Even before ‘Kuwait’ came into existence there was a tiny 
coastal village and fishing center called ‘Grane’. It was on 
a hill and on this hill Barrak the Sheikh of the ‘Bani Khalid’ 
tribe who ruled Eastern Arabia (1669-1682) built his summer 
residence called ‘kut’. The Bani Khalid were a peaceful and 
powerful people. Their territory extended from Qatar in the 
South to Kuwait in the North and was rich in agricultural pro-
duce and pearl fisheries. Some of them were nomads - the 
Bedouins in the desert, while others had a more settled life-
style. 

18th C
The ‘Utub’ were a loose federation of Arab families who 
drifted in at various times due to various reasons from around 
Basra, Qatar and Iraq settling in the area now called Ku-
wait around 1716. When Sheikh Sulayman bin Muhammad 
Al-Hamid of the Bani Khalid died in 1752, Sabah bin Jabir 
bin Adhbi of the Al-Sabah family was chosen by the inhabit-
ants of Kuwait in the tribal manner to administer justice and 
take charge of the affairs of the thriving town. At this time 
the boundaries of Kuwait extended to Jahra village, which 
had superior wells on the mainland and included islands like 
Qurain and Failaka. A mud wall was built around the town 
and served as defense against Bedouin raids. 

19th C
After his death the youngest of his 5 sons Abd Allah was cho-
sen as successor for his bravery, wisdom, justice and generos-
ity – qualities which an Arab admires in his Sheikh followed 
by his son Sabah. There were rich merchants settled in Kuwait 
at this time. The early caravans consisted of camels, horses, 
mules, goods, men and Arab soldiers numbering in hundreds 
and thousands depending on the size of the caravan. There 
were caravans of animals, merchants and travelers. The mer-
chandise included exotic spices, expensive jewels and highly 
bred Arab horses. Caravans and cargo ships helped expand 
Kuwait. Pirate ships roamed the Gulf waters preying on trad-
ing vessels and there was a good market for slaves. Kuwait 
imported dates, citrus fruits, pomegranates, water melons and 
lentils from Basra; wheat, barley, rice, pepper, sugar, spices, 
teak planks and cloth from India; coffee from Yemen; tobacco 
and dried fruits from Persia; fish from Bahrain; cattle, sheep, 
ghee, milk and poultry from the Bedouins. Horses, wool and 
dates were exported to India. The population of Kuwait in 
1841 – 1845 was estimated to be between 22,000 - 25,000 
inhabitants. Kuwait had many small Dhows and large vessels 
called Baghlas and Buteels. The population of Kuwait en-
joyed peace which produced prosperity, power and strength. 

The people were assured of equality and justice. Kuwait was 
independent. The years after 1840 witnessed a flourishing 
trade due to the introduction of steamships which facilitated 
communications, postal services and sea freight. 

20th C
Mubarak “The Great”, Mubarak Ibn Sabah the 7th ruler of 
Kuwait from Sabah family is considered the founder of mod-
ern Kuwait. He got rid of his two older brothers in 1896 and 
took over as ruler. His greatest achievement in social services 
was the introduction of modern medicine to his country. The 
credit for laying the foundation in this field should be given 
to the Arabian American Mission. They had started medical 
activity in Basra in 1892 and tried to gain a footing in Ku-
wait in 1898 but were not able to practice there. During his 
time the American Mission hospital was built for men and 
women. Under his direction al-Mubarakiyya School was built 
in 1911.

After Mubarak’s death Kuwait was ruled by his sons – Jabir 
and Salim. In 1920 Abdul Aziz the Founder of Saudi Arabia 
and his men the Ikhwan (The Brotherhood) wanted to an-
nex Kuwait. The Battle was fought in Jahra and the Kuwaitis 
though outnumbered put up a strong defense and fortified 
themselves in the Red Fort. The Mission Hospital treated 135 
seriously wounded and only 4 died.  Kuwait hurriedly con-
structed a new city wall in a record time of 2 months. It was 
later demolished, but the main gates were left untouched and 
can still be seen in Al-Soor Street. Abd Allah al-Salim the 
architect of modern Kuwait developed the fields of education, 
health, water, desalination, electricity and construction.

From 1921 to 1950 Kuwait was ruled by Shaikh Ahmad Al-
Jabir. The Uqair Conference deprived Kuwait of two thirds 
of its territory. Adding to Kuwait’s woes Abd al-Aziz waged 
economic war with Kuwait for 14 years. Japanese cultured 
pearl industry caused a crash in the natural pearl market. The 
World depression in the 1930’s added to Kuwait’s financial 
troubles. Then in 1938 oil was found in Kuwait but produc-
tion was delayed till the end of 2nd World War in 1945. In 
1946 on 30th June, Shaikh Ahmad al-Jabir turned the oil tap 
on and Kuwait started its gradual transformation from an ad-
vanced medieval sheikhdom to a sophisticated modern state. 

For the next 15 years (1950 -1965) under Abd Allah al-Salim 
Al-Sabah Kuwait’s income from oil was on the increase. Un-
der his leadership the nation witnessed a spectacular state of 
development and extraordinary change. Poverty in the sense 
of financial problems, debts and deficits were a thing of the 
past. Metaphorically speaking rags gave way to riches. A new 
Kuwait of pomp and prosperity was birthed.

The Changing Face Of Kuwait 
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I remember a week in May 1985 when Jacque and I first 
arrived in Kuwait to look and pray about the possibility 
of pastoring The English Language Congregation.  First 
impressions were pretty bleak: a lot of sand; a lot of heat; 
a small “sleepy colonial church” as one Indian brother 
described it and a lot of unusual sights and smells.  Noth-
ing conclusive happened until a Friday Bible study where 
a handful of children sang: “Welcome to the Family.  We 
are glad that you have come to share your life with us...”  
When they finished singing and we both wiped our eyes 
we both knew.  The Holy Spirit used the song of the chil-
dren to capture our hearts and confirm the call of God in 
our lives to come and minister in Kuwait.  As someone 
once said: “To leave San Diego (America’s finest city) 
and go to Kuwait...it has to be a God thing!
 
We finished our visit in May and returned to San Diego 
to pack and say goodbye.  In September we were back in 
Kuwait for a three year contract.  Needless to say, God 
had other things in mind.  Now twenty five years later, 
we can honestly say that Kuwait has been the most re-
warding ministry of our lives.  And God has not released 
us from His calling as of this date.
 
We have been privileged to work in Kuwait with many 
dedicated fellow pastors and workers.  Over the years 
we have discovered the truth of I Corinthians 3:6 and 7 

time and again:  “I planted, Apollos (insert your name) 
watered, but God gave the increase.  So then neither he 
who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who 
gives the increase.” 

Another truth that we discovered in Kuwait is that ex-
patriates are an unusual bunch.  They are adventurous 
and willing to take risks.  It’s no wonder that God said 
to Abram in Genesis 12: “Get out of your country, from 
your family and from your father’s house to a land I will 
show you...” and then I will bless you and you will be 
a blessing and many nations will be blessed through 
you.  We have discovered that expatriates are often able 
to transcend national, cultural and traditional boundar-
ies.  This unique opportunity enables many to discover 
a higher quality of Kingdom values.  This has certainly 
been our experience.  Ministry in Kuwait has changed 
our view of theology, worship and perspective on life.
 
Another dimension of ministry in Kuwait that has been 
immeasurably rich is the opportunity to get to know and 
minister with people from all over the globe.  On any 
given week we have the rich experience of interfacing 
with people from fifty nations or more.  Visitors often 
comment that this is like a little taste of Heaven.  We like 
to think of it as the Great Commission in reverse: God 
brought all the nations to our doorstep so we can make 

years in Kuwait
25
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Every year at the New Year’s Service TLC has been blessed to receive a Word and Vision through Pas-
tor Jerry.  By fasting, praying, worshipping and working, the Word and the Vision becomes a reality in and 
through the body of Christ. We serve a God whose Word never returns void, and how sweet it is to experi-
ence God’s promises which are yeah and amen in our lives. TLC has been blessed beyond measure – the last 
25 years under Pastor Jerry the church has increasingly experienced years of plenty displaying our Lord’s 
abundant goodness and grace. 

The Word of the Lord in -   
2005: Great Change and New Beginning. (Isaiah 55:11)
2006: Enlargement and Expansion. (Isaiah 54:2, 3)
2007: Multiplication and Abundance. (Matthew 28:18 – 20)
2008: Living, Loving and Giving in the Light of Eternity. (Psalm 90:12)
2009: Wake up and Line up. (Jeremiah 29)
2010: Sanctify yourselves: for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.  (Joshua 3:5)

These Words set goals for our lives, give meaning and purpose to our activities and to the body of Christ. At 
TLC the Holy Spirit through our Senior Pastor has set the tone at Hope, the temperature at Joy and an atmo-
sphere of Love. God is still at work – preaching, teaching, healing, delivering and proclaiming – through us. 
He has poured upon us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning and the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness. He is indeed El Hannora – Awesome God!
Renuka Benjamin

disciples of them and send them back to reach their own 
nation.
 
The mustard seed of Christianity which was planted 
in Kuwait 100 years ago has become a tree of life for 
many.  The “sleepy colonial church” has exploded under 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  Today it numbers in the 
thousands with 27 worship services a week.  We are not 
quite sure whether this is the tree or the seed for God’s 
next move in Kuwait.  We do know as we sing: “Greater 
things are in store for this city”!

 
Where do we go from here?  We continue to be faithful 
in the Word and trust the Holy Spirit to bring the in-
crease.  A new piece of land...a new church...a new staff:  
All the above and more for our God is always doing a 
new thing.  After all, twenty five years is like the blink 
of an eye for Him!!
 
To God be all the glory!   
Senior Pastor Jerry A. Zandstra
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HUMBLE BEGINNINGS:  
I have always been loyal to the people God has purposed 
in my life.  I love sharing the ministry with my husband.  
We have served in the downtown district of Patterson, N.J. 
during the 60’s.
Pastor Jerry served in the US Navy as Chaplain for 5 years 
during the Vietnam War.  We served 14 years in San Diego, 
Ca.  planting a church and beginning a counseling center.... 
I believe in all of these ministries God was preparing us to 
come to Kuwait in September 1985.
But when the call came to go to Kuwait - I couldn’t accept it.  
As Pastor Jerry shares - it took the children to melt our hearts.  
We still have “melted hearts” for Kuwait.
I have (as some of you have) experienced and seen many 
changes in my life - in the ministry in Kuwait - and in the na-
tion of Kuwait.  I have learned how important trust and unity 
and love are in God’s Kingdom. These are seeds that allow 
the Lord to fill TLC with His glory.  I am often reminded of 
Galatians 6:9: “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for 
in due season we shall reap if we do not lost heart.”
REBUILD AND EXPAND:
I’m waiting with great expectation for the harvest the Lord 
has in store for TLC.  The Gulf War of 1990 found many of 
the people from the Church scattered and the nation of Ku-
wait crippled.  We had seen many people come to the Lord.  

We returned to Kuwait knowing that God was calling us to 
rebuild.
God was doing a new thing... He was opening the door in the 
Middle East that began with the Gulf War.  After we returned 
we were able to have a greater witness for the Lord in this 
nation.   James 1:4 speaks of “perseverance having its perfect 
work”...  Pastor Jerry did a series of messages on Nehemiah 
- many expatriates from other nations were called to work in 
Kuwait.  The Lighthouse Church began to be the Antioch that 
was prophesied.
 
GREATER THINGS ARE YET TO COME:
The passion and love for the Lord enveloped me.  I heard 
about the 10/40 Window prayers and the Ramadan prayers.  
We began praying God’s purposes for this region from 1991 
- 2000.  We also began expanding and equipping the church 
through Christian education - cell ministry and Vision.  God 
was preparing us to move as the Spirit led us.  These were 
foundations laid for the greater work of expansion and out-
reach.
My heart’s call while supporting Pastor Jerry in the church 
has been for the school and the women in the church. I was 
given a prophetic word that God was calling me to direct the 
“Day Care Center” (now the Lighthouse Academy). This was 
in 1986.  We now have 50 plus staff and 350 students. Many 

REFLECTIONS ON 25 KINGDOM YEARS IN KUWAIT

My life verse is Psalm  27:4 -  
“One thing I have desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek; that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in His temple.”
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of these children are Arab children who love the Lord and 
have a great witness.  God is preparing a generation(s) for His 
Kingdom work in this region. I thank God for this gift He has 
entrusted to me.
The Wellsprings Women’s Ministries began in 1995.  Many 
women have served other women and we have lifted each 
other up to grow in so many ways.
Living on the compound has been a great joy in my life.  It has 
grown very busy - but, it is a “taste of heaven”. I hear prayers 
and singing and worship and children 24/7.
At the 20th year Anniversary celebration God led me to 
prophesy over the church as the shofar was blown: A call for 
more leaders - children - to take up the ministry.  I believe that 
prophecy has and is being fulfilled today. Praise the Lord!
We have 2 children who are married and 4 1/2 grandchildren.  
They are all in California.  We are so blessed. God has also 
given to us numerous children and grandchildren birthed 
in Kuwait.  We are so blessed. We love you all ... in Jesus’ 
Name.

 I am always so blessed how the Lord fills my heart with 
songs...  I will celebrate this 25th Anniversary with these 2 
songs:
“Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  I can feel His 
mighty power and His grace…”
 And “Bless God for all He’s done - Bless God for Christ His 
Son...  Let us magnify Him for He’s Holy…”
 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY:
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works 
in us, To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus - to all 
generations, forever and ever,  AMEN.”
 
Thank you for being “yokefellows” with us in the ministry in 
Kuwait.

Mrs. Jacque Zandstra
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Helena & Darryl

Sherif & Anita
Shannon, Justin & Ryan

Maximilian

Family Pictures
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“He also chose David His servant…to shepherd Jacob 
His people, and Israel His inheritance.  So he shepherded 
them according to the integrity of his heart, and guided them 
by the skillfulness of his hands.”  Psalm 78:70-72 (NKJV)

Over the past number of years I have been privileged to 
see Pastor Jerry at his best.  We see it when:

He is with the children at the Academy – •	
leading singing or disrupting the nice straight 
lines of children (as they run to greet him).  

He releases the Word of God.•	

Whether as a message to the people or leading •	
the morning devotions for the staff 

He works with the pastors through challeng-•	
ing situations or people in the church through 
the difficult problems in their lives.  

He pastors God’s people.•	

I have also seen Pastor Jerry faithful when life brings 
challenges - When ministry tires him or the cares of people 
weigh heavily on him, when ministry situations or people 
frustrate and wound him  He always came through because 
he took time in God’s presence, walked in humility rather 
than hurt, has an amazing wife who encouraged and prayed 
for him, and a God who never failed!

When I look at the ministry of Pastor Jerry and Jacque, I 
am struck by this fact – the ministry is healthy and growing.  
The Lighthouse Church has grown through times of birth-
ing and nurturing ministries and we now watch them exhibit 
strength, vitality, boldness and, yes, multiplication.  Here 
are some of them:

The Academy •	

We have seen it grow in size, might and spiri-•	
tual influence touching families across this 
nation.

Reaching across traditional and cultural •	
boundaries 

TLC has truly become a church that includes •	
the whole Body of Christ.

Building a people of worship•	

Worship is our heartbeat.•	

A “beyond the walls” vision.•	

The vision has boldly reached “beyond the •	
walls” – to the far corners of this land.

A heart to release •	

Releasing people into ministry.  Releasing people to 
touch nations.  Releasing people....

On a personal note, I thank God for the tremendous bless-
ing this church has been to Becky, me and all our children.  
This desert experience released greater blessing than I could 
have dreamed of when we first arrived.

Thank you Pastor Jerry and Jacque for shepherding TLC 
with “integrity and skill”.  We look forward to seeing how 
God continues to release further blessing, anointing, author-
ity and empowerment in the years ahead.

Dave, Becky, Jordan [Jenn, Norah and Clayton], 
Tyler [Carolyn and Draven], Donna and Nathan

Faithful Shepherd

I am that I am



 12   Contact September-October 2010

My, how time flies!  I can hardly believe that it has al-
ready been seven years since we first came to Kuwait to 
minister with Pastor Jerry and Mom Jacque!   Who would 
have thought that Kuwait, of all places, would be such a 
special place to live and serve?  

As I look back and evaluate our time here, I must admit 
that it really isn’t this hot, dry desert that keeps me here.  It’s 
not the traffic, or should I say the unrestrained speed and 
reckless driving that would make me want to stay.  It’s not 
the queue at the hospital, government ministry offices, fast 
food restaurants, car registration lines, etc., etc., that make 
this place special.  It’s not the visa issues, the sand storms, 
the cats in the garbage cans, the visa checkpoints, or numer-
ous other disturbing things that make me like living in this 
place.   It is not the idea of being a foreigner in a land that 
is surrounded by war and threats of war.  And it is certainly 
not the idea of living nine thousand miles away from five of 
my sons and ten grandchildren that motivates me to stay in 
Kuwait.  No, it’s none of these things that would keep me 
here for seven years.  On the other hand, it’s not the money, 
a higher standard of living, or the promise of a better life 
that makes Kuwait a great place to live.  

Actually, to be honest with you, it is all of the special 
people that God has brought into our life since coming here 
that has made Kuwait such a wonderful place to live.  People 
like our beloved Pastor Jerry and Mom Jacque, our staff pas-
tors, and all of the other leaders and people on staff.  And, 
oh—I must not forget YOU -- the thousands of brothers and 
sisters at TLC, from over sixty different nationalities, and 
twenty-two plus language groups have made this one of the 
greatest places in the world to live and serve.  Yes, it is the 
people in this land that make it worth all of the inconve-
niences and problems that we experience living so far away 
from our families and home countries.  It is all about the 

relationships!
I am blessed to be a part of this great church family, and 

to be able to serve alongside of one of the giants of the faith.  
Pastor Jerry is a man who has sacrificially labored so far 
away from his family and home country – and a man of pro-
found integrity who has been used of God to build and lead a 
mega church in the most unlikely place in the world.  I want 
to congratulate Pastor Jerry and Mom Jacque for 25 years of 
faithful, loving service in Kuwait, and I pray that the future 
will bring them an even greater harvest.  Thank you for the 
lives that you have touched and the nations that have been 
affected by your ministry.

Lastly, I want to thank Pastor and Mom for trusting Pas-
tor Allan and me to lead and develop the TLC Extension 
Ministries these last few years.  In just a relatively short 
period of time, our team has been able to open six new min-
istry centers, start seventeen new services a week, and see 
TLC double in its attendance.  This could only have been 
made possible through the love, prayers, encouragement, 
and support of our Senior Pastor and my good friend Pastor 
Jerry. 

I love you and will forever be changed by the time that 
I have been able to serve alongside of you.  Thank you and 
congratulations on such an important milestone in your life 
and ministry.

Your co-laborers in the Kingdom,

Pastor Tim and Laurie Dailey

Congratulation!! for 25 Years of  Faithful Service!

“I was glad when they said to me, Let  us go into the house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122:1
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Pastor Jerry and Mom Jacque,
We always praise and thank God every time 

we think about you. We have shared many 
special moments and wonderful memories to-
gether. You have baptized me in water, wedded 
me and my wife, ordained me as a pastor of the 
Lighthouse Church, and my children grew up in 
the school that you have established, The Light-
house Academy. Working with you has never 
been a burden but has always been a joy. We are 
committed to serve in multiplying God’s king-
dom under your leadership. Your gentle and 
gracious spirit, in spite of your giftedness has 
touched us the most. You have modeled Jesus 
servant leadership in the way that you lead us. We pray that the Lord may grant you more years to come. We are truly 
grateful to have a shepherd like you. Happy 25th year anniversary in the ministry.

We love you,
Pastor Allan P. Dytianquin and family

Congratulations Pastor Jerry and Mrs. Jacque,   
You have led the Lighthouse church for 25 years!  Among 

the 50+ International Churches I have ministered to in Asia and 
the Middle East through the Missional International Church 
Network there is no couple that I am aware of that has met 
the milestone tenure of a quarter century.  This is remarkable!  
It is an example that needs to be repeated in the International 
Church around the globe.  Clearly, tenure matters in Church 
growth.  You have set the bar high and TLC is better, bigger 
and benefitting from your long service.  As fellow Internation-
al Church leaders Debbie and I thank you for your leadership 
of love that has lasted so long.  We met in Manila, talked in 
Malaysia, and now minister in Kuwait with you.  Thanks for 
the beginning of our friendship while the end of 25 years has 
arrived.  We are grateful to learn from those that have gone 
before us. We look forward to the next season of ministry and 
especially with you.  

1000 blessings
Reeves Family

Pastor Jerry, 
Congratulations on 25 years of ministry in Kuwait.  It has been a privilege to be a small part of this great work of 

God for the past few years.  In all my travels I have never encountered another ministry to equal what is being ac-
complished here in Kuwait.  Truly God’s hand has been upon you and the ministry of TLC.  May the Lord grant you 
many more years of reaping the harvest in this area of the world. 

  
Steve Mills 
Lighthouse Outreaches



 14   Contact September-October 2010

Heartfelt Thoughts 
There is lots of talk and a huge amount of books 

written about special generations... even one with the 
title “The Greatest Generation”. Films are made and 
heroic stories told about larger than life figures who 
seem to live lives in a whole different realm - and are 
almost “super human” in their attributes. But some-
times I think that “Saints” are people who do com-
mon things uncommonly well; who go about being 
naturally supernatural. These are people who have 
learned that one of the greatest gifts God gives us is 

our humanity - people who accept hugs from kid’s, and stop during busy work schedules to chat about life with those 
that are often ignored. People who have a ready smile, and a handy tissue. 

It’s been an honor to work with, learn from and watch Pastor Jerry and Mum Jacque over the last months - and in 
all that they do, with administration, bookwork, study and the general running of a ministry of this size, it’s a wonder-
ful thing to meet Pastors (shepherds) who still smell like sheep (people) and not like computers.   

Maybe “The Greatest Generation” has not yet been born... but when it is, that generation will be born on the shoul-
ders of people like Pastor Jerry and Mum Jacque. I will always be glad to say I know them.

Pastor Phil Cann and Miriam

Kingdom Builders!
	Celebrating twenty five years of ministry in 

the Middle East is a magnificent accomplish-
ment that many only talk about, or dream of.  
Congratulations, Pastor Jerry and Mom Jacque, 
for twenty five years of God’s faithfulness in 
your lives!  From the moment Christi and I 
met you we knew that we were standing before 
“great” Generals of faith.  We were very excited 
about moving to Kuwait, but more importantly 
we were excited about having the opportunity to 
serve under such great leadership!  It is a great 
honor to work with a man and woman of God 
with such great vision for the nations.  When I 

think of you I think of Abraham.  God had called Abraham to follow Him to a land He promised to give to him, and 
his descendants.  Just like Abraham God has sent you and Mom Jacque on a journey of faith.  As a spiritual father and 
mother you have became a father and mother to nations!  The legacy you are leaving for others to follow is amazing.  
Breakthrough after breakthrough has occurred in your twenty five years of ministry here in Kuwait.  You are truly 
pioneers and an inspiration to young pastors such as us.  Thank you for tearing down old walls and building new ones 
for others such as myself to come along and experience the fruit of your labor! Once again, congratulations on this 
monumental day; celebrating twenty five years of ministry in Kuwait!  You are truly Kingdom builders! 

We love you!

In Him, Pastor Mark and Christi

The Incorruptible One
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The Lighthouse Church Fruits

We at TLC believe in Baby 
Dedication, Believer’s Baptism 

(children and adults) and in the 
Lord’s Table (communion to all 

those who believe in Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord).

“Let us rise up and build.” Nehemiah 2:18

Worship Team Retreat LifeGroup Leader’s Banquet
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“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” 
(Joshua 24:15 b)

From Tirunelveli, Tamilnadu, India:
The power of God is doing mighty things to lighten the 

darkness in villages. God is using us to enter places where the 
Gospel cannot be preached. Many are uneducated and living 
in poverty. My vision is to form prayer cells in these villages 
and then build churches. Regular evening prayer is conducting 
at five villages among Hindu people. At Kollankulam village 
we built a Lighthouse Ministries Church. At Nalankurichi vil-
lage the Church building work is in progress. Sunday Services 
are conducted in both these villages. Children’s ministry is 
powerful as the Spirit leads us. I thank our TLC Pastors for teaching me to do God’s ministry and am grateful to The 
Lighthouse Church congregation in Kuwait for all their support.  All praise to our Father in heaven and thanks to 
all those who support and pray for us.  Special thanks and wishes to our Senior Pastor Jerry on his completion of 25 
years of service in Kuwait.     

      

Lighthouse Ministries, India

The New Testament Church is built on mission work. 
In Church history all the Apostles of Jesus Christ were 
missionaries and no wonder they were called ‘those who 
were shaking the world!’ The first word for the Great 
Commission is “Go”. There are three basic elements in 
any mission work : Missions exalt the Message of Jesus 
Christ as Lord. Missions are Church based movements 
stepping into the unknown in faith. Missions are holistic 
in nature - spiritual and physical.

Kuwait is an icon of mission work where you can see 
a model for world missions. Everything which evolved 
from the Mission Hospital, Library, Chapel, Day Care 
etc. simply reflect the bold obedience of someone to the 
voice of the Lord, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for 
us?” Pastor Jerry Zandstra and Mom Jacque are an exam-
ple of modern day missionaries. Our prayer is that such 
missionaries would continue till the world is saturated 
with the Word of God.

Living in Kuwait for sixteen years and walking around 
the NECK compound always reminded me of typical 
New Testament disciples of Jesus Christ who would go 
in faith. As a simple step of faith, we have started mis-

sion work in unreached areas of India. In Tamil Nadu, our 
first Lighthouse Church is planted among a community 
which was hard ground for centuries. We have founded 
similar mission works in Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh States as well. Four families along with six 
young people are presently working in the vineyard along 
with us on a full time basis.  As a result, transformation 
of lives is a daily occurrence. God has started moving 
into the nation! At Chennai city, The Lighthouse Church 
focuses in reaching young professionals and students 
through weekly English Services (translation in Tamil) 
in a 700 seat Hall.

We The Lighthouse Ministries of India, congratulate 
Pastor Jerry and the entire Kuwait believers during this 
special season when we remember men and women of 
God who poured their lives into Kuwait, and pray that the 
legacy of missions would continue till the Lord comes. 
At His appearance let us rise up to present to the Lamb of 
God the world evangelized!

The Lighthouse Ministries, India

TLC Ministries and Fellowships
“Enlarge... stretch out...lengthen...strengthen...you shall expand to the right and to the left.”  Isaiah 52:2,3

THE LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL - OVERSEAS




